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THE SPIRIT oF CONTENTION AND DEBATE: 


= 


of: the: Church of ‘Christ of Saints 
is one of the most stupendous labors ever undertaken by: man.’ In ‘some 
respects; the aré: more marvellous’ than plan; 
the opponerits:.of the: Church, if ‘acquainted with 'the porpess end 4 
method of our efforts,-and: if capable of unbiased: judgment acknowl 
edge and praise the labor :of our missionary heroes) No-one 
professed friend or an honest antagonist, can hold higher:‘opinion:of ‘the 
unselfish devotion-of those who give their lives to the: promulgatipn ‘of 
what. they have ‘accepted. as the true and saving 
writer of these lines. ‘He speaks one‘who has not ‘been privilegdd to 
spend:e: erm of ‘years as:a Traveling: Eider, bearing'thd mew 
sage of ‘salvation to ‘the: world, yet:ss'one who ‘has enjoyed: exceptional 
opportunities of observing the work of his spedialiy: 
and who has been called to a somewhat distinct, though highl~importans 
field, among ‘those-who: have:already taken upon themselves the nameof A 
what our brethren andvsisters who are commissioned ' by the Jpriestheed | 

Nevertheless, it appears: to me that: the work of the missionaries sux 
among ‘some of the Elders, a tendency, amounting in. few instancws tia, 
determined habit, to ge of peace in ‘a strictly 


; 
URS 
y 
4 
a 
4 
A 
3 
oli 
Ris 
i 
im 
we 
P 
‘ 


* 


te. attack and demolish by direct assault the cherished beliefs and prac- 


tices of others, but rather to establish and maintain by gentle effort a 
No special ability, far less the power of the priesthood, is required to : 
arouse enmity or to create antagonism ; and when the spirit of contention 
}of the gentle and, under other ‘conditions, 
fluences of peace. Argument is not the weapon, nor-is debate the best 
method of the messengers of Christ. The argumentative spiri 7 ee 
from the investigative the one sseks the other trath... 
Many questions are presented to.the 
a sincere desire to ascertain the right; let such ‘be met and treated with 
the greatest consideration ; it is not likely they will be presaed in public 
‘sitgations.end.under circumstances. tending..to annoy.. -Many.other 
| quéries are propounded solely for the purpose of puzsling or embarra 
the Elder, and these should be tolerated with great circumspection only. 
The argumentative mind is not in, the true judicial: attitude, and is con- 
sequently but. poorly fitted to measure and to judge; the mere debater is 
apt to become intoxicated by his desire to win in the contest, irrespective 
tha place held by. right and justice.. .No‘ good can-come fron: ' pursuing 
an, argument with one who is so inflamed as.to be not influenced ‘by: fact 
or amenable-to reason ; indeed, such a. contest does not deserve the name 
of.argument, -Yet from a desire to vindicate their position; [:haveknown 
Elders to persist in = contest thus utterly hopeless, and-have seen them a 
become’ almost.as unreasoning as their maddened 
On. certain occasion, in company with. 
Baropean mission Ireeched town, which formed the headquarters af:s 


Elders lingered at the place; some of the people, among: whein' kfter: 
ward-Jearned, were several habitual opponents of the Church sand: fre- 
quend-disturbers of the meetings, propounded questions concerning: the 
interpretation: to be given certain: Sayings ; thé’ answers were 
not satisfactory to all; and within ten ‘minutes-after. thé termination ‘of 
what. had ssemed..to be a most successful meeting, the two speakers and 
half dosen associated Elders were each surrounded 
wrangling in utter disregard of order, and plainly:.with no thought of the 
impovtance-of truth. .. Now: suppose, as indeed:I have:reason know-was 
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ence was; questionable. in; the: interests of ordert ~ i#::would ‘seem 
better: to avoid: discussions. of. the. kiod, and: idesise to 
investigate the truth: of what had been said, to. meet the: Elders at their a 


worsted... I remarked: atthe 
_ was that ;into:which: thé: previously. orderly.and attentive:audiénes kad 
grown, nos-even an angel from heaven would have much chance of succets 
would: not- speak disparagingly of debates arranged in: an: orderly 
way-and for friendly trial;:.s0ome such have been conducted in:connection 
with our chureh «with a measure. of. success; yet: I: am: 
whether a single honest soul has ever yet been won to: the truth through 
the effect: of:-argument.and debate. The words: 6f the: Hidersmay‘bd 
impressive in:a way, but: te be.convincing they must: be cbtroborated: 
the testimony:of Holy Spirit; whieh: shail !:make plaizito the in 
: er these men speak of God or of themselves: Brethren, let thé 
seed we bei fertilized by that divine power,.or:it 
Another featare of the: missionary work at. present, which appears to 
me: nob. wholly: commendable, isthe habit of of 


church may say is apt at jJeast. as.authori- 
tative. Now, while. every-person--has-the indisputable right tohisown 
opinions, he certainly is not justified in tonching tune of the chéroly, 


sionaries in thie world are:ealled: to-do:mobe this, 
the full scope of their special labor..: Seriptures: not:im thembelves explic: 
able and not yet: made plain 
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thé amfraittal fig tree. The question I was told ‘had been presented by an 
indeed, who had ‘sought to ridicule the purpose and 
to diserédit the ‘act. Some of ‘the Elders saw in the incident only lessons 
applicable ‘to. human life, such.as ‘the power of faith); and the warning 
example of though full:of leaves and: otherwise:appearing as if 
filling: the measure of our creation, may expect: if the Master finds in-us 
ne fruits of good deeds when He‘comes for such. Others:of the brethren 
persisted in an attempt to determine the precise responsibility of the tree, 

‘that: may mean, holding that the tree must have deserved ite 
among themselves? What good can come from a discussion based‘on such 
point as.that involved: in this question? Let: the lessons of: sacred writ 
applied to our individual jives. Surely. we may well leave such questions 
ag:those pertaining to the intelligence and responsibility of trees until: we 
haveanastered more elementary and, as far as we are at present concerned, 
mdre-serviceable facts in relation to natural laws. I am free to: confess 
miss no-opportunity for earnest. investigation, yet jet us seek to discrimin- 
ate Metween: problems, the factors of which: 


the day of and every circumstance of Bis life wes 
ridicgled and belittled by His jealous enemies. Bat::the record ‘of::His 
career,from which the present world: of Christians makes: up ite judg: 
ment 6f was not written antil all insignificant or:paltry things bad 
heen: forgotten; and ‘now His character, illuminated-by the eternalksun- 
shine of Heaven, stands outlined against: the blve vastness of the past in 
sublime simplicity. Let us view Joseph Smith in the same: light—see 
as: ‘he towered in the full radiance of :bis labors; see-him: t 


declase pulers and potentates and all 
wae to his an open. book, and 

lofty soul comprehended the his 
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all attractions and excellences. His physical person was the-fit:habitation 
of his exalted spirit... 
crowned with a mass of soft, wavy hair, was grandly poised. aan 
possessed a complexion of such clearnes and. transparency. that- the-soul 
appeared to shine through: He:wore:na beard, and the full strength and 
beauty of his coun im pressedali beholders ata glance. He had 
studied. ‘Though fall of personal and prophetic dignity whenever ooca- 
asa boy. This was:.ons of: most strikidg 
earthly brethrea.. And:yet ités'a false ridicule; for Savior and prophets 
must, like other men, eat, drink and wear‘apparek: Théy have thé 
cal necessities and the affections and enjoyments whieh dec counmew 4 
other‘men. ; And: it:ie this petty human: a divine apostle With 
an earthly. has hunger and thirst to appease, that he cannot always 
| | has hours to smile with she gay weep tp 
Jeaves him “without:honor in:his cobntey.2 
Bat whether engaging in manly sport; during hours “of 
proclaiming: words of wisdom: in pulpit or: grove; he was ever the:Jjeadey. 
His: magnetiem: was-masterful; und his heroic: qualities: wos: dniversal 
admiration. Where he mioved, all classes were forced to recoguise 
the man -ef power. Strangers journeying to ses. bins from‘ sdistanes, 
knew him: the: moment their ‘eyes belield: his person:::: Men: lave cromdd 
ocean 4nd. continent to meet him, and: havé:selected hit 
among: was the Author's privilege to thus theet the 


pany of Latter-day Saints at the upper landing. a Naavoo; The 


Conference of the Church was in Session; and large hambers diowded: 40 
the ‘landing: ‘place: te ‘welcome the emigrants.: Néasiy every prougkbent 
man in the was ‘there. Fashiliat: with ‘the: names of alband 
the persons.df many of: the prominent Eiders, the Author sought witha 
boy’s: curiosity and: eagerneas,: te diseover: those: whom: he: kmew, vad 
especially: to get: sight.of: the Prophet and his brother Hyrum; neither of 
whom-he-had: ever met; When: his eyes fell upon’ the Prophet; withant a 
word from any one point: him out or: any reason to::separat’ hins from 
others who stood arotiid, he knew: him instantly. would have knewn 
him smong: ten thomsand. Thers wae that-about him; whick-to the 
Auther’a eyes, distinguished him from all. the men he had ever seem?) 

» Gordian knot of powers; to eel ve 


(Pe 
a 
~ 
4a 
: 
6 
eed 
~ 
> 
fr. 
«2 
KE 
Pr 
. 
* 
. 
- 
4 
~ 
ve. 
% 


matical: problems of universities: with truth—diamond truth.” pers 
formed a work, “not pagan 
shall-bring tomaught.”.. 
«The Prophet's life His. death 
I following after that which was ‘completed upon Calvary for 
the of a ‘world.—Gro. age in 208 


ban digaotis ira "NON-MORMON'S “OPINION. 


Ma J. M greatst wagon and cariage maker, 

ol my visit to this city and its wonder- 
fal valley. Almost a half:century ago as a boy [ crossed the dreary plains 
in: the first Studebaker wagon, made by my own hands, and how well I 
remember the first sight of this beautiful valley, and. our kind: reception 
by Brigham. Young and his small band of followers, ‘who had years before 
arrived +here and endured the:trials and hardships and dangers from 
- gavages and of starvation. incident to pioneer life at that time. No one 
will ever be able to appreciate the trials and hardships of Brigham Young 
on reaching thie valley, outside of the immediate little band that accom- 
panied him on his: mission, in order to establish the Church of his inspira- 
tion and belief:|,» Whatever else may be said of Brigham Young, he was a 
great man anda great leader, and was wise enough-to establish an indus- 
trial system worthy the admiration of the world. His system thoroughly 
established. home industries and the cultivation of small farms, and: fuily 
demonstrated that in unity there is strength. | Let any one make the trip 
the writer:has taken the last week by inviataion of our Mr. Quigley and 
President ..Parkizison of Preston Idaho, seventy-five miles in a: wagon 
thrdugh Cache Valley, he will exclaim, as the great inventor of the tele- 
gtaph; Professor Morse, said in sending his first message of the first tele- 
tt “What hath God wrought!” I believe [ am justified in say- 
that this properly applies to what Brigham Young has done in found- : 
Mormon: Church in this marvelously productive and beautiful 
have-cheard: it said: that there people so: devout and 
their church as the Catholics. From what I have seen and 
| oo. Church can go them one better. I find: them not 
their Ohburch, but loyal among themselves.. They show this 
When their churches are:built:and oompleted 
paid. for, and the rich and poor pay in accordance with: their 
income. Youseeno tramps or beggars emihg the Mormons; either th the 
ent districte have their: relief societies, and the poor, both town and 
country,.are cared for, and as a ‘whole I don’t think it can be denied but 
they.are a prosperous Church:and « prosperous people, and: it seems to-be 
_ their clear intention to continue, by God's ‘help; the elevation of their 
to the highest standard of ‘prosperity: 
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Asan example of this, you need only to see their agricultural college, 
one of the best in the country, located in the beautiful city of Logan, 
_ Utah, where Mormons.and Gentiles have equal chances and privileges in 
the education of their children. ea 


7’ MISSIONARY ON LOSING HIS WIFE. 


| 
A tran te deck! The:epring in ite atdor whispered of thee, 


The brightness fades:fromtheday; And the summer its passion'sighed; 
For death hath selected his shining mark, Tet the ben, now abe 
And my love hath he taken away, with me, 
That the qucen of our home hath died, 
Oh, sweet-heatt, stay cae tioment yet, 
And speak tome oncé againt 
Allthatthouarttothem? 
Alas! they shall wonder and wait for thee, 
And weep that the house issolone; = | 
Or to wander in 
At the close of our careless days; Dear heart, till time shall he no more, 
agsin while tie shal Tull we eset on the peal shore 
Or falls Cis Winter's Fasewoll! When we wake on the 
pide, 

Or murmurs the humming bee; maton, to me mp 
Never while sani ofthe land are heard, bride, 

“pimp: 


Bats.—On Jaly 1, 1000; her home in Riverton, On, Vinh in he 
year of her age, Ida Ann Bate, wife of Elder Wm. A. Bate of the Birmingham Oonfer- 
ence, and: daughter of Gordon 8. Bills, of Riverton. She was born Novemiber 14, 1876; 
at South Jordan, Utah, was married on June 7, 1893, and. leaves three children. Elder 
Bato 5 Ireland and Engiend since September 3, 1896, anit the 
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LATTER-DAY SAINTS” MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 1898. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


ELDER, Gero. E.. Canpanrar of the editorial 
NIAL S#aR.hags been appointed to assist in the business department of the 
Liverpool Office, for which responsible position he is eminently fitted. It 
is with feelings of regret that we give him the parting hand-shake in the 
editorial sanctum, for'wé feel assured that the numerous readers of the 
Srar will. miss the spicy editorials that have eminated from the 
of his cultured mind under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. ——- 

Our thanks are due to Brother Carpenter for the valuable shhdithialit 
retideredin°installing us in the responsible position of assistant editor, 
as it is with feelings of diffidence and humility that we assume the duties 
incident to the position; realizing that the work on. the Star will go 
down ‘through: ‘the’ age, and that the inspiration of the Holy: Spirit is 
to An eminent degree, that its pages may contain words of in- 
spiration rather than the misty thoughts and vagaries of men. _ 

We earnestly, desire the faith, prayers and practical assistance of. our 
brethren and sisters who are laboring in the great cause of emancipating — 
the human sin and darkness. 


letter from Rider ©. we that the Elders in the Leeds 
Conference are actively engaged in the work of the Lord. = 

At the close of an open air meeting on Wakefield Road, the Elders were 
assailed ‘by questions and accusations, against the Saints. Among Lise 
taking am was a clergyman of the Church of England; but as Goldamit 


»-** =" And, fools who came to scoff, remained to pray.” 
For, at the close of = a the minister invited the Elders home 

to tea. 


| “Wai hay credibly informed thata pleasant. ag appearing, middle-aged 
anchester, has been representing himself to the Seinte-as‘an 
emigrationiagent.of the Church of Jesus Christ of ‘Latter-day Saints, and 
by this eulwanting ‘money from some. | 
sould ‘be utiderstood that all business pertaining to the emigration 
of the Saints is done at the office in Liverpool, through the conference 
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_ with a company of retorning missionaries and emigrating Saints on 


Liverpool, August 11, 1898, per steamship Pennland:.. For the. British 
Mission—James H. Winkenen Elias Geo. Gardner, Salt Lake City; M. T. 
Beck, Newton; James H. Rishton, Riverton. For the German Mission— 
Lewis T. Cannon, Salt Lake City.. For the Scandinavian Mission— 
N. John Torkelsen, Salt Lake City; A. W.-Osmen, Regby. Accompanying — 
the Elders were Sisters Nellie Blake of Riverton, and: Eleanor Beckstead 
of Salt Lake City; the former to meet her father, Elder James Blake, 
president of the Manchester Conference, and the latter to:visit relatives. 


APPOINTMENTS. —James H, Wickens has been appointed to labor as a 
Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference. 

Elias Geo. Gardner has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in 
the Leeds Conference, _ 
M. T. Beck and James H. Rishton have been eppointed to pee as 
Traveling Elders i in the Liverpool Conference. . 


FAITH AND WORKS. 


In “Belief Alone is Sufficient” when. 
tures and endeavor to console their consciences with an easy road to eter- 
nal bliss, it is quite refreshing to read the following extract from a-sernion 
recently delivered: by the Rev. Dr. R. W. Dale, who isevidently trying to 
partially stem the tide.of this pernicious doctrine of Faith without Works, 
“*Shew the thy i thy works.’ You believe that God, in His 
infinite love, sent' the Lord Jesus Christ to be the Savior of men: what 
4a: de the reality of your belief? Does the wonder 
which this immense manifestation of the love of God should create, or 
the gratitude, or the joy; show itself in your spirit and conduct? You 
believe that Christ’ is the Lord of Life: what do you do that you would 
not do if you did ‘not believe it? You believe that Christ came to save all 
men: what effect does’ that faith have upon your actions? What sympa- 
_ thy do you'show with Christ’s great purpose? What are you doing that 
men may know what Christ kas done and endured for them? You believe 
in judgment to come: do yout From what sin does it’ restrain you? To 
what: duty that would be otherwise neglected does it impel you? Have 
you avoided a single habit ora single sinful act through dread of that 
final account? You believe that there is a heaven on the other side of 
death: do you? Does your belief make any difference to you? Does it 
make you more patient in trouble? Does it keep your heart quiet when 
you suffer injustice? Does it enable you to bear losses with less agitation? 
Does. it lead you to place an altogether different‘estimate on wealth, and 
all that wealth ‘can purchase, from that which other men place who do 
not believe in heaven? Does it make you less eager for social pésition 
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and public honor? Are you doing anything to make your place in heaven 
sure beyond all doubt? Does the bare possibility of missing. heaven fill 
you with dismay and distress? -I entreat every one of you to endeavor to 
answer these questions honestly, and to remember that if a man say he 
hath faith and have not works—works which are the clear gy eeteod his 
| faith—that faith cannot save him?” 


THE WORK IN” SYRIA. 


By the following letter from Elder Philip 8. Mayoook, written to Pres. 
Wells from Aintab, Syria, we find that the Gospel is not confined to any 
one part of the earth, but “Of a truth I perceive that. God is:no respecter 
of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh right- 
eousness, is accepted with him.” 

“My last letter to you, I believe, was addressed from Aleppo, where I 
was awaiting the arrival of Brothers Hintze and Nishay. On their com- 
ing, we had an enjoyable time together for a week. During this time the 
interest of the Saints was unusually manifested and the excitement. among 
the Catholics increased. One Sabbath eight persons were baptized, all of 
them young, and full of promise; and hope bids me say that their exam- 
ple is a precursor of richer results in the future. In fact, a spirit of in- 
_ vestigation has seized a number of others, and, of course, the fruit of all 

heart besides. 

“One day, Brother Hintze, as the ‘Badwali’ of our 
ceived an invitation from the Catholics to discuss our. doctrines: cave 
a series of evenings with some of their number. The invitation was 
accepted, and the discussion began in one of the Catholic Churches in the 
presence of a select. company. As the people of Aleppo in. general talk 
Arabic, Brother Hintze had to speak through Dr. Armenag as interpreter, 
and together they so well succeeded that at the conclusion of the second 
evening, there was no more desire on the part of the Catholics to continue. 
Now a discussion with an Oriental is no ordinary matter. The spirit of 
their Pharisaical predecessors has not died out in the land. They know 
how to lay the snares and dig the pitfalls of polemics, and they greedily 
make one ‘an offender for a word.’ Indeed, sometimes ‘the bluft aheurdity 
at bottom of some of their specious arguments confounds a person. 

“On coming to Aintab we found the Saints feeling generally. well 
Some convinced souls were awaiting baptism, and accordingly five were 
received into the Church. Within a short time, I expect « few others ‘to 
be brought into the fellowship of the Saints. 

“Brothers Hintze and Nishau continued their the 
north. Their destination is Zara, but on the way they will stop at a 
number of cities from which requests for missionaries have been received. 
To judge by these requests, it would seem that an awakening in our favor 
is showing iteelf in many neighborhoods. We shall try to act.in accord- 


they are longing. ten 
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“Yesterday rather.an amusing incident occurred on the occasion of the 
closing exercises of the .Protestant girls’ school .here:; Now,.as you are 
aware, the. Protestants are our bitterest. enemies. in. this. part. of the 
country, . It is they who are now engaged in circulating the foulest lies 
concerning us. Indeed, the very ones who had charge of the exercises are 
the ‘ring-leaders’ in the attacks made upon us. But on my appearance 
at the exercises in company with Brother Sarkis, president of the branch 
here, I was shown marked consideration and we were seated among’ the 
‘learned doctors’ on the bench of honor. It is amusing to observe what 
our modern etiquette demands. There is‘a vast difference between what 
we would, and what we must. Here were men full of bitterness and scorn 
for us, yet: they could not act. towards us as they would: like, but as the 
etiquette of the occasion demanded they must. Truly things a are not what 
they seem.” 

RAYS oF. ‘LIVIN G LIGHT. 


For Tite Deap. 


Born of Water and of the Spirit: j 

“EXOEPT a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.” (John’3: 5). The’sweeping declaration was 
made by Jesus Christ to’ Nicodemus, when that prominent’ Israelite 
visited the Savior at night. The Apostle Peter said concerning Jesus 
Christ: “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is’ none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 
(Acts 4: 12). The words of Peter were spoken when he was. “filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” The words of Jesus came from Him ‘as the Son 
of God. They vitally affect the whole human family: They being true, 
not @ soul can enter into the kingdom of God unless he or she is a true 
believer in ‘Jesus Christ, and has been born of the water and of the 
“fulfill all righteousness.” He was born of the water in His burial by 
baptism in Jordan, and His coming forth from the womb of waters; He 
was then born of the spirit by the baptism of the Holy Ghost. © ‘Hote is 
the example for all mankind, who are aprons — His stepe. 

these declarations is, -“‘How could people believe in Jesus Christ when 
His name'was not preached ‘to them?” And coupled with that comes 
the query: “What has become of the many millions of earth’s inhabi- 
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of Jesus as the Savior of mankind. Even the chosen people Israel who 
were under the Mosaic law, did not walk in that way of salvation. 
Since the days when the Apostles and other authorized servants ot 
Christ administered the ordinances of the Gospel, and during the times 
when “darkness covered the earth and gross darkness the people,” down 
to the present age when it is claimed. bythe. Latter-day Saints that the 
Church of. Christ, the holy apostleship, and. the. fullness of the Gospel 
have been. restored, myriads of good people: have passéd away without 
receiving that new birth in the manner that Christ declared to be essen- 
tial. Have they all perished? Is it possible that they are doomed to 
destruction? Will the eternal Father reject all these His children 
because they did not obey a law which was not made known to them 


Popular Errors Regarding God’s Justice. | 

Justice mercy, reason, and common’ sense revolt at such an idea. As 
Paul has it: ‘How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? and how shall they 
preach except they be sent?” (Rom. 10; 14). Yet the word of God 
must stand., It endureth forever, and He.is no respector of persons. 
And He is to. “judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ” acgording to 
His Gospel. It is for that reason that the Gospel. was to be preached to 
“every creature.” According to the notion prevalent.in modern Chris- 
tendom, there will be many. millions of people, shut out of the-kingdom of 
heaven, because they did not believe in a Savior about. whom they knew 
nothing, Aud it is taught that there ie no. possible chance of salvation 
for those. who die without faith in Christ. Sectarians. sing : There’ no 
_ repentanee in the grave, nor pardon offered.to the dead,” _'The preachers 
of the sects limit the mercy of God to this probation. They teach, that 
at death the soul goes either to heaven or to hell, and its state and con- 
dition is fixed forever. If this awful doctrine were true, Saten would 
gain the victory over Christ, claiming as his a vast‘and overwhelming 
proportion of the human family, leaving to our great, Redeemer. but a 
small and trifling troop out of the and, the 


The Mercy of God Endureth Forever.””: aie 
The solution of this, to many, puzsling problem: the light 
of the true Gospel of Christ. restored.in the latter days. “(The mercy of 
God. endureth forever.” It. is ‘not confined..to the narrow: amen of 
this little earth, nor tied up within the limite of: time, The spirita of 
men and women are His sons and daughters, whether in the body or outof 
the bedy. . ‘His tender mercies ara.over ALL His No one cap 


y 


Et 


and having the opportunity to receive-or rejéct: it.» Why, then, should 
not the Gospel of Jesus Christ be made known to those who never heard 
it in the flesh, after they: have left the body and dwell:in another sphere? 
Do not: all the sects of Christendom, almost without  exeeption, believe 
that the spiritof man is immortal, and is therefore living and sentient 
when the body is dead? And if that is true, are not the spirite of {men 
and women receive-instraction and information when out-of the 
body? Is is not the spirit: of man that receives and stores up intelligence 
conveyed threugh the bodily senses?) Why should the change: called 
death, which is the separation ofthe body and. the spirit, cut off all means 
of divine communication: to the living, immortal, intelligent being that 
has simply “shuffled off the mortal coil?” There is no good reason why 
the spirit thus advaneed one stage in its experience should not be capable 
of further progressiand of receiving light, knowledge, wisdom and religious 
teaching, especially if information essential to its eternal welfare was 
withheld while it dwelt in the body. Revelation as well as reason bears 
testimony that the word of God can be preached to the departed as well 
in to whioh on this earthly | 
globe. 


The Dead to be Preached to. 


“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but 
quickened by the Spirit: By ‘which also he wert and preached unto the 
spirits in prison; which sometime were disobedient, when once the long- 
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, whilé the ark was a pre- 
paring, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.” (I Peter 
3: 18-20). Here is a declaration which, like a ray from the sun of righte- 
ousness, puts to flight the fogs and mists of modern ‘eschatology ‘and 
opens up to view a vast field of understanding, ‘wherein the ‘justice, 
wisdom and mercy of God are displayed’in glorious review. ‘The spirits 
of those rebellious people who were destroyed by the flood, after suffering — 
about 2,000 years in their prison house, were visited - by the Son of God 
while His body was lying in the sepulchre. This was ~in fulfillment “of 
the prophecies of Isaiah ‘concerning Him; for instance: “The spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me; ‘because the Lord hath aneinted me to preach 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to them that are bound.” (Isaiah 6): 1). And furthers’ “To open the 
: blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit 
in darkness out.‘of the prison house.” (Isaiah 42:' 7). And agam? 
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and gave up the ghost, he went direct to heaven, as it is supposed all 
good people do, but on the third day after this, when Christ appeared to 
Mary, he said unto her: ‘Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to 
my Father.” (John 20: 17). The time spent by the Savior between 
His death and His resurrection, instead of being in heaven was among 
the “spirits in prison,” the “captives” whom He went to deliver. Thus 
Jesus could preach without His body, and the spirits whom He visited 
could hear also without their bodies. But what was the nature of His 
preaching to those who were held in captivity? Let Peter answer this 
question. ‘For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that 
are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but 
live according to God in the spirit,” (I Peter 4: 6.) Thus it appears 
that the same Gospel which was preached to men in the body was also 
preached to men out of the body, so that all might be judged by the same 
Gospel, which is to be preached to “every creature,” That the message 
of deliverance to the captives and the opening of the prison to them that 
were bound was successful is evident from the scriptural statement con- 
cerning Christ: “He led captivity captive.” (Eph. 4: 8.) 


“ Work of Redemption Beyond the Veil. oe 


Jesus promised His disciples that the works which He did, they should 
do.also, The mission and Priesthood which His. Father gave to Him He 
gave tothem also. It is therefore clear that the work of redemption 
commenced on earth will be carried on in the sphere beyond the veil. 
And thst it will be performed in the latter times, may be learned without 
doubt from the prophecy of Isaiah concerning the end of the world, in 
which he foretells as one of the events of that period: “And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall punish the host of the high 
ones that are on high, and the kings of the.earth upon the earth. And 
they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and 

‘The spirit. of man when out of the body, being 
and responsible being, capable of hearing and _be- 
lieving or rejecting truth, must be also capable of repenting of evil and 
learning to do well. Thus the mercy of God can reach such a being in- 
_ dependent of the mortal structure in which it- was permitted.to dwell..on 
earth. The idea that the eternal future of man is fixed at death: comes 
froma mistaken notion.concerning the “judgmentday.” Both Christ and 
His Apostles taught that the time of judgment was set .by the Father: to 
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take place “when the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all the 
holy angels with him.” (Matt. 25: 31-46). Paul declared that Christ 
would come to judge the quick and the dead “at his appearing and his 
kingdom.” (II Tim: 4: 1.) It was at that day that Paul expected to 
obtain “‘a’ crown of righteousness.” (Verse 8.) And the time of the 


judgment is fixed in the book of Revelation to be after the résurrection - 


from the dead, when the small and the great shall stand before God, and 


‘Erroneous Ideas concerning the Final Judgment. 

The ‘plop ot that final judgment takes place at the death of 
each individual, and that he is then and there exalted to heaven or 
thrust. down to hell, is utterly wrong and unsecriptural. Yet it has pre 
_ vailed in Christendom for many centuries, and it remained for the Prophet 
of the 19th century, Joseph Smith, by divine inspiration to bring forth 


the glorious light in the midst of dense spiritual darkness, and show forth 


the merey‘and goodness of Almighty God in providing means by which 
every soul of Adam’s race, either in the body or out of the body, may 
learn the way'of the Lord, the everlasting Gospel, the only plan of salva- 
tion. It is to be preached to all them that are dead who could not hear 
it while living in the flesh, and they can repent and turn unte God and 
be taught the things of His kingdom. The doctrine of purgatory, which 
is part of the Roman Catholic creed, is a perversion of this doctrine of 

_ Christ, but the idea of the former came from a misunderstanding of the 


latter. There is an intermediate state in which the spirits of the departed - 


remain between death and the resurrection of the body, and, as will be 
pointed out in a succeeding tract, there are works which may be performed 
by the living in behalf of the dead, but caly sich sia 

The Apostle Paul declared that Jesus Christ himself ransom 
for ALL, to be testified in due time.” (I Tim. 2: 6.) The time has now 
come, The testimony of this great truth is proclaimed by Prophets and 
Apostles raised up in these latter days, and by the voice ef angels from 
heaven, and by the witness of the Holy Ghost, which bears record of the 
Father and the Son... Let.all people rejoice and praise the Lord for this 
new revelation‘of His loving kindness and tender mercies extended over 
all His works, and,let His light shine to the uttermost parts of the earth 
and penetrate to the darkest abode of the regions behind the veil, that 
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